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Betty Smith's beloved novel, Tree Grows in Brooklyn, is a poignant and
heartwarming coming-of-age story that has inspired generations of readers.
First published in 1943, the novel tells the story of Francie Nolan, a young
girl who grows up in the slums of Brooklyn in the early 1900s. Despite her
poverty, Francie dreams of a better life and finds solace in books and
nature.

Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a beautifully written novel that captures the
essence of childhood in all its joy and sorrow. Smith's prose is lyrical and
evocative, and she creates a vivid and memorable world for her characters.
Francie is a complex and relatable protagonist, and readers will root for her
as she struggles to overcome the challenges of her life.

The novel's themes are timeless and universal. Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a
story about hope, resilience, and the power of dreams. It is also a story
about the importance of family and community. Smith's novel reminds us
that even in the most difficult of circumstances, we can find beauty and
meaning in life.

Tree Grows in Brooklyn has been praised by critics and readers alike for its
realism, its emotional depth, and its enduring appeal. The novel has been
translated into more than 20 languages and has sold millions of copies
worldwide. It has also been adapted into several films and television
shows.

If you have never read Tree Grows in Brooklyn, I highly recommend that
you do. It is a classic novel that will stay with you long after you finish it.

The Characters



The characters in Tree Grows in Brooklyn are complex and well-developed.
Francie Nolan is the protagonist of the novel, and she is a strong and
resilient young girl. Despite her poverty, Francie dreams of a better life and
she never gives up on her dreams. She is a role model for young readers
and adults alike.

Katie Nolan is Francie's mother, and she is a hardworking and loving
woman. Katie does her best to provide for her family, even though she
often struggles to make ends meet. She is a devoted mother and she loves
Francie more than anything in the world.

Johnny Nolan is Francie's father, and he is a kind and gentle man. Johnny
is a dreamer, and he often talks about his plans to move the family to a
better home. He is a good father, but he is not always able to provide for
his family.

Neeley Nolan is Francie's older brother, and he is a protective and loving
sibling. Neeley is a talented artist, and he dreams of becoming a famous
painter. He is a good brother to Francie, and he always looks out for her.

These are just a few of the many memorable characters in Tree Grows in
Brooklyn. Smith's characters are so well-developed that readers will feel
like they are part of the Nolan family.

The Setting

Tree Grows in Brooklyn is set in the Williamsburg neighborhood of
Brooklyn in the early 1900s. Williamsburg was a poor and working-class
neighborhood at the time, and the Nolans live in a small tenement



apartment. The novel's setting is vividly described, and readers will get a
sense of what life was like in Brooklyn during this time period.

The tree in the title of the novel is a symbol of hope and resilience. The tree
grows in a vacant lot next to the Nolans' apartment, and it is the only green
thing in the neighborhood. The tree is a reminder that even in the most
difficult of circumstances, beauty and life can be found.

The Themes

Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a novel about hope, resilience, and the power of
dreams. Francie Nolan is a young girl who grows up in poverty, but she
never gives up on her dreams of a better life. She is inspired by the tree
that grows in the vacant lot next to her apartment, and she knows that even
in the most difficult of circumstances, there is always hope.

The novel is also about the importance of family and community. The
Nolans are a close-knit family, and they love and support each other
through good times and bad. The Nolans' community is also important to
them, and they help each other out whenever they can.

Tree Grows in Brooklyn is a timeless and universal story that has inspired
generations of readers. The novel's themes of hope, resilience, and the
power of dreams are relevant to everyone, regardless of their age or
background. If you have never read Tree Grows in Brooklyn, I highly
recommend that you do. It is a classic novel that will stay with you long
after you finish it.
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