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Research impact is a measure of the significance and influence of research
activities. It encompasses the ways in which research contributes to
advancements in knowledge, solves problems, and improves society.
Impact assessment is the process of evaluating the impact of research,
including its benefits, drawbacks, and overall significance.

This guide provides comprehensive guidance on defining, measuring, and
maximizing the impact of research activities, with a focus on advancement,
achievement, and assessment. It covers the key principles and best
practices of research impact, as well as the tools and resources available
to researchers and institutions.

Defining Research Impact
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The first step in assessing research impact is to define what it means.
Research impact can be defined in a variety of ways, depending on the
context and purpose of the assessment. Some common definitions include:

The degree to which research contributes to the advancement of
knowledge.

The extent to which research solves problems, addresses challenges,
or meets societal needs.

The influence of research on policy, practice, or behavior.

The economic, social, or environmental benefits that result from
research.

It is important to note that research impact is not always positive. Research
can also have unintended consequences, such as negative environmental
impacts or ethical concerns. It is important to consider both the positive and
negative impacts of research when assessing its overall impact.
Measuring Research Impact

Once research impact has been defined, the next step is to measure it.
There are a variety of methods that can be used to measure research
impact, including:

Citation analysis: This method involves counting the number of times
a research article is cited by other researchers. Articles with a high
number of citations are generally considered to have a higher impact.

Altmetrics: This method involves tracking the online attention that a
research article receives, including social media mentions, blog posts,



and news articles. Altmetrics can provide insights into the reach and
impact of research beyond traditional academic circles.

Surveys and interviews: This method involves asking researchers,
stakeholders, and beneficiaries about the impact of their research.
Surveys and interviews can provide qualitative data on the ways in
which research has been used and its perceived impact.

Case studies: This method involves examining specific examples of
research impact. Case studies can provide detailed insights into the
ways in which research has been used to solve problems, address
challenges, or improve society.

The choice of which method or methods to use to measure research impact
will depend on the specific context and purpose of the assessment.
Maximizing Research Impact

There are a number of things that researchers can do to maximize the
impact of their research, including:

Disseminate research findings: Publish research articles in high-
quality journals, present at conferences, and share research results
online. The more widely research findings are disseminated, the
greater the potential impact.

Collaborate with others: Collaborating with other researchers,
stakeholders, and beneficiaries can help to increase the reach and
impact of research. Collaboration can also lead to new insights and
innovations.

Engage with the public: Communicating research findings to the
public can help to raise awareness of research and its potential impact.



Engagement with the public can also help to build support for research
and its funding.

Measure and evaluate impact: Tracking the impact of research is
essential for understanding its value and maximizing its potential.
Researchers should use the methods described above to measure
and evaluate the impact of their research.

By following these tips, researchers can increase the likelihood that their
research will have a meaningful and lasting impact.

Research impact is a critical measure of the significance and influence of
research activities. By defining, measuring, and maximizing research
impact, researchers can ensure that their work is making a positive
contribution to society. This guide has provided comprehensive guidance
on research impact, including its definition, measurement, and
maximization. By following the principles and best practices outlined in this
guide, researchers can increase the impact of their research and make a
lasting difference in the world.
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