
Appendix N: The Literary History of Dungeons
& Dragons
The role-playing game Dungeons & Dragons (D&D) has been a cultural
phenomenon since its inception in 1974. One of the things that makes D&D
so unique is its rich literary tradition. From the original game manuals to the
countless novels, short stories, and comics that have been published over
the years, D&D has helped to shape the way we think about fantasy.

In this article, we will take a look at the literary history of D&D, from its early
beginnings to the present day. We will explore the different ways that D&D
has been adapted into other media, and we will examine the impact that
D&D has had on the world of literature.

The Early Years

The first edition of D&D was published in 1974 by TSR, Inc. The game was
an instant success, and it quickly spawned a number of imitators. However,
D&D was unique in that it was the first role-playing game to be based on a
detailed fantasy setting. This setting, known as the Greyhawk campaign
setting, was created by Gary Gygax and Dave Arneson, the two co-creators
of D&D.
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The Greyhawk setting was a rich and detailed world, full of history, lore,
and adventure. It was this setting that inspired many of the early D&D
novels and short stories. These stories were often written by fans of the
game, and they helped to flesh out the world of Greyhawk and to create a
sense of community among D&D players.

The Dragonlance Saga

In 1984, TSR published Dragonlance Chronicles, the first novel in the
Dragonlance saga. The Dragonlance saga was a huge success, and it
quickly became one of the most popular fantasy series of all time. The
series was written by Margaret Weis and Tracy Hickman, and it told the
story of a group of heroes who fought against an evil dragon army.

The Dragonlance saga was groundbreaking in a number of ways. It was
one of the first fantasy series to be written specifically for a role-playing
game audience. It was also one of the first fantasy series to feature a
diverse cast of characters, including female and non-human characters.

The Dragonlance saga helped to popularize D&D and to introduce the
game to a new generation of players. It also helped to establish TSR as a
major publisher of fantasy fiction.

The Forgotten Realms
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In 1987, TSR published Forgotten Realms Campaign Setting, a new
campaign setting for D&D. The Forgotten Realms was a vast and complex
world, full of history, lore, and adventure. It was quickly adopted by D&D
players, and it became one of the most popular campaign settings in the
game's history.

The Forgotten Realms was created by Ed Greenwood, and it was inspired
by the works of J.R.R. Tolkien and other fantasy authors. The setting was
full of rich and detailed cultures, and it featured a wide variety of monsters
and creatures.

The Forgotten Realms has been the setting for countless D&D novels,
short stories, and comics. It has also been the setting for a number of video
games and other products. The Forgotten Realms is one of the most
popular and well-developed fantasy settings in the world.

The Present Day

Today, D&D is more popular than ever. The game has been translated into
dozens of languages, and it is played by millions of people around the
world. The D&D brand has expanded to include a wide variety of products,
including novels, short stories, comics, video games, and toys.

The literary tradition of D&D continues to grow and evolve. New D&D
novels and short stories are published every year, and the Forgotten
Realms setting continues to be a popular source of inspiration for fantasy
authors. The D&D brand is now a global phenomenon, and it shows no
signs of slowing down.

The Impact of D&D on Literature



D&D has had a profound impact on the world of literature. The game has
helped to popularize fantasy fiction, and it has inspired a new generation of
fantasy authors. D&D has also helped to create a sense of community
among fantasy readers and gamers.

The D&D literary tradition is a rich and diverse one. It includes everything
from epic fantasy novels to short stories to children's books. The D&D
brand has something to offer every fan of fantasy fiction.

If you are interested in learning more about the literary history of D&D, I
encourage you to check out the following resources:

The Dragonlance Nexus: This website is a comprehensive resource for
information on the Dragonlance saga.

The Forgotten Realms Wiki: This website is a comprehensive resource
for information on the Forgotten Realms campaign setting.

The D&D Wiki: This website is a comprehensive resource for
information on all things D&D.

I hope this article has given you a brief overview of the literary history of
D&D. Thanks for reading!
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